MERCY MOUNTHAWK | SUMMER NEWS 2025

48

1 BOOK A SERVICE
WE COME TO FIX
.vw%m

L-R: Leila Halloran, Billy Cashman, Sam Gleasure, Zofia Lange, Tomasz Bryk,

Abigail Adetunji, Adrian Bijelic, Musa Hossain.

Mounthawk Cycles to School

As part of our new long-term ‘Sustownability ‘ project, for the last
six months Mounthawk students were encouraged to cycle to
school as often as possible. Each Friday, during the cold weather,
cyclists were greeted with cups of hot chocolate topped with
cream and marshmallows. On the more recent sunny, warmer days,
all those who cycled received tokens for ice cream at break time.
The students from the Student Council Environment Committee
met early every Friday morning to undertake this awareness-
raising venture, and their videos on social media have garnered
thousands of views. On Friday 23rd May we held a cycle to town,
to highlight the new cycling infrastructure that will be putin place
by the County Council, the National Transport Authority and the
Safe Routes to School Programme. Tomasz from ATOM Bicycle
Repairs came to the school on the day before the event and carried
out minor repairs/adjustments to students’bicycles.

After the cycle, students met with County Counsellor Angie Baily
and Engineer Joyce O'Boyle from the County Council. Joyce has
been working with the school to develop the plans for making
cycling and walking to school safer. The new plans were put on
display in Centenary Hall and the students were given a
presentation on what the Council and school hope to achieve with
respect to sustainable travel to and from school.

We will be developing a new cycling/walking entrance to the
school from the greenway while at the same time installing traffic
calming measures in the vicinity of the main entrance on the
Caherslee road. The cycle lanes will be widened and will be
segregated from motor traffic. Students from all parts of town are
encouraged to cycle to school every day, and to further help things
along, the school will be installing new bicycle shelters to help
keep bikes safe and dry.

For students who must be dropped off by car, we encourage
parents to drop their children away from the school entrance and
that students make the rest of their way to school on foot. The
school entrance and the 150 m length of roadway immediately

MERCY SECONDARY SCHOOL MOUNTHAWK
ENVIRONMENT PROJECT 2025 - 2030

Tom Gleasure 5th Year interviewed
for Radio Kerry's ‘Green Teens: Local
Roots, Global Impact' upcoming series.
Photographed with journalist

Joe McGill.

outside the school gate will be redesigned and improved to ensure
students are safer when they walk or cycle. We will also ask that
parents in cars do not approach the school entrance at the end of
the school day. Students will walk to meet their parents at a place
of their choosing. The segregated cycle lanes will not be available
for car-parking.

When we return to school in autumn and before the new
infrastructure is in place we will hold information meetings for
parents and students in the school.

Garden and Pond Re-Development

Over the past few months, we have re-developed the pond, garden
and orchard. On a number of consecutive Saturdays the Student
Council Environment Committee came to school to begin this part
of the “Sustownability” project. They worked closely with lan
McGregor from Gortbrac Organic farm who guided the group on
how to trim trees and hedges without causing long term damage.
We were shown how to make a dead hedge and began the
placement of one by the pond and another at the front of the
school by our small grove. The native species grove was planted
by students in 2021 and is doing very well indeed as can be seen
by the before and after pictures from this year and 2021.

We are also in the process of refurbishing the raised beds and have
completed the purchase of 100m of pressure treated timber which
the Environment Committee will use in the autumn to replace the
old rotting timbers.

The pond has been carefully cleared out, while being extremely
mindful of the frogs who use it, so we did not commence this until
April/May after the frogspawn had turned into little frogs who then
departed for their preferred habitat of the damp areas in the long
grass. Frogs don't actually live in ponds, they go there mainly to
breed but on occasion they go just to hang out!



5

T e R e

£ ;

The students also cleared a pathway through the orchard towards
the proposed new entrance gate. This gate was installed in
Summer 2001 and has never been used or indeed opened. It will
come into use during the next academic year as part of the Safe
Routes to School Programme upgrade of the cycling and walking
infrastructure inside and outside of the school grounds.

Planting trees is always a good idea, so we planted almost one
hundred trees at one of the school boundaries. Species include:
Hawthorn, Oak, Alder, Silver Birch and Beech. The trees were small
with bare roots and the students were shown how to properly
place these in the ground. They learned that the trees will slowly
establish roots over two or three years and will then begin to show
themselves properly at about four or five years after planting. The
trees were supplied free of charge by Easy Treesie
(https://easytreesie.com/).

Coming next year:

We will begin our education outreach to local primary schools,
community groups and within Mercy Mounthawk. Our students
have already formed workgroups based on some of the
Sustainable Development Goals: Climate Change, Life on Land,
Sustainable Towns and Cities (looking at transport and sustainable
food systems), Life Below Water and Quality Education. They have
produced learning materials/tools which they will use for their
presentations over the next few years. One of these will examine
what the world might look like at 4°C warmer than it is now. Others
will examine and promote home composting, while the Quality
Education group has researched the benefits of fulltime education
in poor countries with a particular emphasis on the education of
young women. The food group will begin the process of
integrating vegetarian/vegan options into the school canteen. We
will work with students, parents and the canteen providers to
provide a number of sample menus to see which is the preferred

Trees 4 years later
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option. We aim to have new canteen items on the menu before
October break.

The work of the Environment Committee goes under our own
project name of ‘Sustownability’ which will run from 2025 until
2030. We received grant funding of €2,500 to implement the
project from the Department of Education: Education for
Sustainable Development.
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